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Message Text 


PAGE 01 THESSA 00230 171624 Z 
46 

ACTION NEA-12 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 EUR-25 AF-10 NIC-01 10-12 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 
RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-12 CU-04 OMB-01 SY-10 RSR-01 
/143 W 

091707 

R 171400 Z APR 73 
FM AMCONSUL THESSALONIMI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1416 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 
AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 

CONIIDENTIAL THESSALONIKI 230 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, SOCI, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: GREEK- TURKISH CONFRONTATION OVER SENTENCING OF 
MUSLIM EDITOR 

REF: 1. ANKARA' S 2779; 2. THESSALONIKI 1 S 115 

1. WE RELIABLY INFORMED THAT GREEK AUTHORITIES IN KOMOTINI 
AREA, INCLUDING LEGAL AND JUDICIAL, RECOGNIZE THAT SENTENCE 
ACCORDED EDITOR OF MUSLIM WEEKLY ( REF 2) WAS STIFF. THEY 
POINT OUT IN DEFENSE, HOWEVER, THAT EDITOR ( HAGI HAFUZ 
ALI GALIB HASSAN) HAD TWICE BEFORE PUBLISHED INFLAMMATORY 
ARTICLES IN JOURNAL AND WAS WARNED AGAINST REPETITION. SOURCES 
ALLEGE FURTHER THAT ARTICLES ARE COMPOSITE BLOW- UPS OF 
ISOLATED MINOR INCIDENTS BY INDIVIDUAL GREEK AUTHORITIES, SUCH 
AS GENDARMES TEARING TURKISH CALENDARS AND POSTERS OFF CAFE 
WALLS. GALIB HASSAN' S OBJECT, THEY CHARGE, IS TO BUILD UP LOCAL 
POLITICAL BACKING AGAINST DAY WHEN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS HELD 
AGAIN. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. SENTENCE SCHEDULED FOR REVIEW BY COURT TODAY OR TOMORROW, 
AND CONSENSUS IS THAT IT WILL BE REDUCED. 
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3. INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT NEWLY- ASSIGNED TURKISH AMBASSADOR 
GURUN, POSSIBLY COINCIDENTALLY, MAKING FIRST CALLS IN 
NORTHERN GREECE AT THIS TIME, WAS RECEIVED BY GOVERNOR 
ANASTASOPOULOS YESTERDAY, AN EVENT GENEROUSLY COVERED BY 
TODAY' S LOCAL PRESS. RECEPTION GIVEN BY TURKISH CONSUL GENERAL 
FOR HIM LAST EVENING ALSO WELL ATTENDED BY HIGH GREEK CIVILIAN 
AND MILITARY AUTHORITIES IN CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE. AMBASSADOR 
AND MRS GURUN PROCEEDING EASTWARD TO KA VALLA- KOMOTINI- 
ALEXANDROUPOLIS TODAY. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANY FURTHER TURKISH ATMOSPHERICS 
ON SUBIECT EITHER TELEGRAPHICALLY OR THROUGH ANKARA CAO 
GETCHELL VISITING HERE APRIL 20. 

BRENNAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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